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How to Use this Guide
1. Study the Text Beforehand - Come prepared with your own observations
• How does the passage connect to the rest of the book? To the passage immediately
before it?
• In your own words, what is Paul’s point?
• What does this passage teach you about God? About yourself? About your need for
Jesus?
• What are a couple of things that shined out to you?
• How does this passage challenge (or confirm) your understanding? What questions
did it raise?
• What personal applications did you uncover? How does this passage call on you to
change the way you live?
2. Discuss the Sermon - Work through the sermon discussion guide together and discuss
the content as well as specific places that you found for application. Don’t feel pressure
to get through all of the questions. This guide is meant to serve you by helping to
facilitate discussion.
3. Pray for one another - Pray for one another that God would help you apply the truths
and personal applications you have discovered. You could also use this time for
accountability. To help with accountability, be sure to grab X-Ray Questions by David
Powlison from the Connections Desk. These questions will help you become
acquainted the lies that you believe when you give in to sin. This is not about morbid
introspection - it is to help you fight for true joy and find satisfaction and hope in the
promises of God the are ours because of the gospel.

______________________________________________________________________________
Sermon Discussion
What stood out to you from the sermon? How have you been wrestling with and
applying the text so far?
What questions did it raise? Where have you been struggling with the sermon?
Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 together
[5:1] It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that
is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. [2] And you are
arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from
among you. [3] For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I
have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. [4] When you are
assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of
our Lord Jesus, [5] you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

In 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, it is clear that Paul is grieved over the sin of incest, but it isn’t just
the sin itself that is the problem. Arrogance is the problem both on behalf of the
incestuous couple, as well as the church itself. How does arrogance display itself in the
illicit relationship? How is it also on display in the way the body allows them to continue
in sin unchecked? Why does Paul say in 1 Corinthians 5:2 that they should mourn?
Why is that the opposite of arrogance?
In 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, Paul is commanding the church to exercise church discipline.
How does that strike you? Do you feel that it is appropriate for a church to discipline
another member who is living in blatant sin? What do you fear most about church
discipline? Have you ever seen it abused? What difference does it make if we see
church discipline as a healthy response to the holiness of God and the ethical demands
of the kingdom? What difference does the gospel make on the way that we go about
church discipline?
NOTE: To learn more about church discipline, check out the following articles:
1. “Cost and Benefits of Church Discipline” (9Marks)
2. “A Church Discipline Primer” (9Marks)
Kris said there are two responses to sin within the church - we err on the side of selfrighteousness by condemning the sin of others while covering our own or we are on the
opposite side and in the name of extending grace, we actually coddle sin. How are both
dishonoring to God? How have you seen either side on display in your interactions with
other believers? In our church? Which side do you tend to lean toward? Why?
How comfortable are you addressing the sin you see in the lives of brothers and
sisters? If we are uncomfortable, what does that say about where we find our identity?
What would your life, the life of this group, and the life of our church look like if we had
healthy expressions of confessing, confronting, and correcting sin?
In 1 John 1:9, John tells us that, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” How does the promise of God’s
pardon through the gospel free us to confess sin? How does John promise us that God
receives our confession? How is that good news?
In A Gospel Primer for Christians, Milton Vincent says, “The Cross also exposes me
before the eyes of other people, informing them of the depth of my depravity. If I
wanted others to think highly of me I would conceal the fact that a shameful slaughter of
the perfect Son of God was required that I might be saved.” Based on the quote from
Vincent, how does the gospel free us to confess our sins to one another? How should it
also shape the way we approach confession from another brother or sister?

